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Press Release 
 

Offshore expansion is starting up again – not yet smoothly! 

 
• Expansion targets of at least 30 gigawatts (GW) by 2030, 40 GW by 2035 and 70 GW by 2045 

offer long-term prospects for offshore wind energy and the supply industry 

• In the first half of 2022, the first foundations were installed in the offshore wind energy projects 

Kaskasi and Arcadis East, but no wind turbines have been installed yet 

• New Wind Energy at Sea Act threatens to further increase costs and thus jeopardise the achieve-

ment of the new expansion targets 

• German offshore wind energy sector urgently needs industrial policy support and qualified per-

sonnel 

 
 

Berlin, Bremerhaven, Frankfurt, Hamburg, 12 July 2022 - With the new expansion targets for offshore 

wind energy of at least 30 gigawatts (GW) by 2030, at least 40 GW by 2035 and at least 70 GW by 2045, 

Germany finally has the ambition the industry needs to accelerate expansion. Construction activity is 

also finally picking up this year. While no offshore wind turbines were built in the first half of 2022, 

there was initial construction activity in the Kaskasi and Arcadis Ost 1 offshore wind projects. Contin-

uous, annual additions will be crucial in future to supply Germany with turbines and equipment in 

competition with other markets. However, the framework for future offshore expansion just estab-

lished with the Wind Energy at Sea Act (WindSeeG) poses challenges for the industry.  

 

"A central weakness of the amended Wind-on-Sea Act is the new tender design, which puts the price 

for the expansion of areas in the North and Baltic Seas first and foremost," comment the industry 

organisations BWE, BWO, Stiftung OFFSHORE-WINDENERGIE, VDMA Power Systems and WAB. "Due 

to the freeze on expansion in recent years, Germany has fallen behind in international comparison. 

This makes it all the more important to have a functioning system that removes obstacles in the inter-

national competition for resources, skilled workers and investors." In future, project developers will 

first have to put money on the table - similar to the auctions of mobile phone licences - in order to 

build an offshore wind energy project at all. Instead of being awarded according to the lowest costs, 

the bidder who pays the highest price for the rights to use the area will be awarded the contract.   

 

By up to €21/MWh, industrial electricity prices could rise as a result of the newly enshrined bidding 

component, according to NERA Economic Consulting. "Cost pressure on the value chain, which is al-

ready weakened by the lack of expansion, will also increase - depending on the orientation of the pro-

ject developers," criticise the industry organisations. "The federal government and the offshore wind 

industry cannot afford fundamental mistakes in the tender design if the first stage target for 2030 is to 

be achieved. The bidding component must therefore be abolished as soon as possible or capped as in 

the Netherlands. Sustainability criteria, such as the integration of offshore-produced energy into our 

electricity grid, practicable and thus realisable decarbonisation contributions from planned offshore 



 

2 
 

wind energy projects, the economic production of green hydrogen and the strengthening of the Euro-

pean industry should be in the foreground. They should be consulted with the wind energy industry 

and, if possible, introduced in a standardised manner across Europe in order to avoid unnecessary 

costs. The criteria now introduced must be adapted pragmatically and purposefully in cooperation with 

the industry in order to have their intended effect. Here we see an urgent need for correction in the 

current WindSeeG." 

 

The industry organisations take a positive view of the ramp-up of hydrogen production by offshore 

wind as stipulated in the new WindSeeG through six annual tenders of 500 megawatts (MW) of in-

stalled capacity from 2023. However, the industry expects to be closely involved at an early stage in 

the development of the tender design this time.  

 

In order for the medium- and long-term goals to be realised, further measures must now be taken 

urgently. "2030 is virtually today," the industry organisations warn. Offshore projects have long lead 

times. The de facto standstill of the last few years has left deep scars in the supply chain, as has the 

Corona pandemic. Now the demand for production capacities at home and abroad is increasing signif-

icantly. A special industrial policy effort with fair international competition is necessary. The produc-

tion facilities of manufacturers and suppliers must be expanded in Europe and functioning supply 

chains must be guaranteed. The upgrading of shipyards and ports as well as specialised shipbuilding is 

essential and must be supported politically.  

 

"It also needs a major training and qualification offensive supported by the German government. In 

the last three years, more than 3,000 jobs have been lost in the German offshore wind industry. Con-

sequently, the industry has a high demand for well-trained skilled workers - a lot of good personnel 

has migrated abroad as a result of the failure to expand. The task now is to meet this demand by 

recruiting skilled personnel in a targeted manner. Concrete ideas, such as training clusters for wind 

energy, can help to meet the necessary demand for skilled workers. The training criterion now adopted 

in the WindSeeG is in itself an interesting approach to promoting training, but is likely to be very com-

plex in its application for selecting the successful bidder," the industry organisations conclude. 

 

 

About the annual figures "Status of offshore wind energy expansion in Germany". 

In the Deutsche WindGuard analysis, the expansion figures for offshore wind energy have been col-

lected separately from those for onshore wind energy since 2012. The clients are the German Wind 

Energy Association (BWE), the German Offshore Wind Farm Operators Association, the Offshore Wind 

Energy Foundation, VDMA Power Systems and WAB e.V. 

 

About the German Wind Energy Association e.V. (BWE) 

As a member of the German Renewable Energy Federation (BEE), the BWE represents the entire wind energy 

sector with its more than 20,000 members. Together, the supplier and manufacturer industry anchored in the 

German mechanical engineering sector, project developers, specialised lawyers, the financial sector as well as 

companies from the areas of logistics, construction, service/maintenance and storage technologies, electricity 

traders, grid operators and energy suppliers ensure that the BWE is the first point of contact for politics and 

business, science and the media on all issues relating to wind energy. 

About the Federal Association of Offshore Wind Farm Operators e.V. (BWO) 

The German Offshore Wind Farm Operators Association (BWO) represents all companies that plan, construct 

and operate offshore wind farms in Germany. The BWO is the central point of contact for politicians and author-

ities at federal level on all issues relating to offshore wind power. 
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About the German Foundation OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY 

The foundation was founded in 2005 on the initiative of the industry and under the moderation of the German 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer Protection (BMUV). 

The foundation’s overall purpose is to consolidate the role of offshore wind energy in the energy mix of the 

future in Germany and Europe and to promote its expansion in the interests of environmental and climate pro-

tection. 

About VDMA Power Systems 

VDMA Power Systems is a trade association of the German Engineering Federation VDMA e.V. The trade associ-

ation represents the interests of manufacturers of wind energy and hydropower plants, fuel cells, thermal plants 

and storage systems in Germany and abroad. For all of them, VDMA Power Systems serves as an information and 

communication platform for all industry topics such as energy policy, legislation, market analyses, trade fairs, 

standardisation and press and public relations. 

About WAB e.V. 

Bremerhaven-based WAB is the nationwide contact partner for the offshore wind industry in Germany and the 

leading business network for onshore wind energy in the north-west region. The association fosters the produc-

tion of “green” hydrogen from wind energy. It comprises some 250 smaller and larger businesses as well as in-

stitutes from all sectors of the wind industry, the maritime industry as well as research. 

 

Press contact persons: 

Bundesverband der Windparkbetreiber Offshore e.V.  
Lena Botter 
Tel. 030 28 44 93 40 
l.botter@bwo-offshorewind.de  

Bundesverband WindEnergie e.V.  
Frank Grüneisen 
Tel. +49 30 212341-253 
f.grueneisen@wind-energie.de 

Stiftung OFFSHORE-WINDENERGIE 
Svenja Schneeweiß 
Tel. +49 152 2941 0489 
s.schneeweiss@offshore-stiftung.de 

VDMA Power Systems  
Beatrix Fontius 
Tel. +49 69 6603-1886  
beatrix.fontius@vdma.org  

WAB e.V. 
Hans-Dieter Sohn 
Tel. +49 173 238 28 02 
hans.sohn@wab.net  
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